
The Cell  - Twilight’s Last Gleaming 
 

BOOK SUMMARY 
Years after the financial crash of 2008, America stumbles from crisis to crisis and 
continues to slog through the mire of the Great Recession. 
 
National healthcare is finally a reality, but has brought with it unintended 
consequences for the sick, the unwanted, and the growing ranks of the elderly. 
Political assassinations and bombings have become all too common in the 
nation's capital. Elected officials rarely leave the safety of the Green Zone that 
surrounds the Capitol Complex. 
 
America's Day of Reckoning - Debt Day - when the U.S. Treasury must borrow 
just to make the interest payments is less than a year away. Taxes at every level 
of government continue to rise, further crippling the free market mechanisms of 
small business and private enterprise. 
 
With the passage of the Tolerance in Religion and Media Acts (TIRMA), churches 
have been forced to register and submit to content monitors, surrendering their 
rights to assemble and speak freely. The tea-parties and talk-radio - the last 
voices of opposition to the ever-expanding powers of Washington D.C. - have 
been all but silenced from the political process. 

 
The Spirit of America has been broken. For the first time in history, people are leaving her fair shores for better 
opportunities in other lands. And though the candles of many churches in America have been extinguished, tiny 
flames of faith flicker and begin to grow. 
 
But on the tenth anniversary of TIRMA, a priest makes final preparations to douse those flames and cut to the heart of 
the nation. 
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